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was an old veteran of Parliament, a pupil of Giolitti who had been a Minister of the Treasury. He tried to restore order in a country torn by internal strife where every few days a Socialist or a Fascist was murdered. Italy in these months resembled pre-Hitler Germany where Communists and Nazis waged ruthless war on each other.
The first of May brought the Festival of Labour and also new clashes between left wing and right wing. On the 24th of the same ' month one man was killed in Rome and twenty-four were wounded. The Alliance of Labour, a coalition of the anti-Fascist groups, proclaimed a general strike. Mussolini did not hesitate to order the general mobilisation of the Fascists. The strike ended in an atmosphere of terror and distrust.
On July I2th a statement announced that the Italian budget had a deficit of six milliards and a half lire, a terrific amount for Italy. Seven days later in Parliament, Mussolini withdrew the support of the Fascists which he had granted at first to the Facta Government. " Your Ministry cannot live/' he addressed